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U N I T E D STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF AGRICULTURE 

FOREST SERVICE 

-Re9+on-3-
517 Gold Avenue, SW 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

^ Mr. Harry D. Early, Qovernor—r' 
Pueblo of Laguna 
P.O. Box 194 
Laguna, New Mexico 87026 

0/^T//3 

Dear Governor tarly: 

This letter Is In regard to the requested review of the Jackpile -
Paguate Uranium Mine Reclamation Plan. 

For ease 1n coordination and combination of review comments, we 
have referenced our conments to the draft USGS comments as the 
other reviewers are doing. Therefore, the number in parenthesis 
on our specific comments ties directly to the identical USGS comment. 

General Comment 

After initial review of the reclamation plan, it appears that as 
far as reclamation and vegetation establishment are concerned, this 
plan consists of unsupported conclusions. In summary, since 1976 
revegetatlon work began, the plan states that nearly 500 acres have 
been stabilized, recontoured and revegetated to date. Thus, the 
company has, or should be able to obtain in a short time, sufficient 
data to come up with an acceptable, quantifiable reclamation plan. 

Specific Comments 

2.2 RECLAMATION OBJECTIVES pages 7 and 8 

The last paragraph needs to list where the supporting data for this 
comes from. If the company has the supporting data, then they are 
really shorting themselves as well as the Pueblo by not effectively 
using the data here. 

The Pueblo should emphasize the following points and questions on 
this most important lack of data problem: 

Is the data available? Is the available data adequate? Does the^ 
company need more data? The company needs to emphasize the reclaimed 
areas as to species diversity and cover as well as vegetative establish­
ment versus a check or 'undisturbed (unmined) adjacent similar areas. . 
(USGS #16 and #58) The Pueblo should also request the company to 
briefly review reclamation procedures used to date. Are these reclamation 
measures adequate or does the company need to use some other methods 
or combinations? 
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4 3 ON-GOING !lECLaMI\liOt<l AC!IIJI!IES page 20 

The company needs to l1St the results (success and failures) 
of tbe re11egeta ti on work done sioce 19Z5 As a minimum, list 
the work done in 1976, 77, 78, 79 and 80. It would be well 
to include pliO togr a phs and maps of reel ama ti on work ill the 
Volume 2 section of the plan. 

5.2 EN\' I RSNMEI'fFI\1: Sfi:JBIES €9NBlJ€fEB (h) Ran§e Sur·1eys, page 24 

Has the COID[Jan\' conducted any vegetative or range surve\'S to i:late? 
If sa, tl'le11 tl'le resl!lts must be listed. If J'lOne have been eompleted, 
Urefl tile plafl should sf)eeHi eaHy state ·,;hat ltiH be do11e, \1'hen 
ana 5y wnom. (OSGS 1120} 

€i.l.l0 REVEGETATIQN METHODS page 33 

I he brief description of •r.Jha t eq"ipment wbjcb wi II be used (page 34, 
31"d pal"agl"aph) is su'l'ficie11t as is l:!ol~relte~, the following basic 
information IIIUS t be 1is ted a:s it could not be found ill the r epot t. 

Which specific species will be used? 

What time of year win seediug take place? 

Has i rri gati on been used? Which type? How often? 

Should irrigation be used? 

' Successfl!l species mixtYl"e to be IJS!ld plus seed1119 Ntes 
il'l rel ati OR te 1.•l1at !las seeR Slleeessflll 911 t11e sgg act"es 
revegetatea to Bate. (OSGS 1117' 11!8, 1122 ancl 1123) 

Tohlt> !'. l_d nono ~I; 

lllll'icll of :tllese spec1 es .are successfullY. estaol1snecl on the reclaimed 
~Y'I>~~? 

6 .1.10 ~BEGETATION METt!ODS 2nd [Jar·agr•a[Jh, (lage 35. 

Bata 01" i ni'e1·mati en s etrree fer the i'o 11 mti rrg statement sl1alllEI ee 
listed, "Exper ieuce fr om existiug Jackpile - Paguate Hirre reelamatieR 
activities has shown that an undisturbed growth IJeri od of three years 
1~ required ~o .. ~~~ieve the desired livestock carrying capacity." 
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As Bob Partido advised )'OU, in essence of time, be is submitting 
a copy of his comments to Mr. Marc Nelson of USGS for combination 
ef revi e1; eemments 011 this pl au. 

We hope fo1 tlia t review nas assistea ana tile are uor ana input you 
Poeblo in tn1s important maHer of tile mwe sfiutoown. Please 
aov1se us as to tile a ate ana tme for aaa1t1 on a 1 rev1ew of tills 
plan aod we will be bapw to assist tl:ie l'ueblo il'l tl:iis matte!'". 

We al"e s~~pel"t~ve ef tl'l~s tj'fle af mtJlM Federal a§efley re••i e11 a116 
I \d sl'l te emfll'lasiz:e that assi s tin§ yetJ and ethet· lfl(!i au puebles 
a116 tribes, when 1 eq ues ted, is pa1t of the ove1all Forest Service 
mission. 

If we or Bob Partido of lilJ' staff can assist .)lOll in tbe futul"e, 
please do riot besltate to contact liS 

<"< _, 
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W<.Uuh.,....> l.. ~-,_,./ 
I'JI[[IJIA c. TROXEL 
D1rector 
.~.1'"€<1 111al'll'l~ RQ aml 9evelepment 
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